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Women bishops: 
one step closer 



By Sarah Meyrick 

THE Oxford Diocesan Synod has 
voted in favour of the Church of 
England’s proposals on women 
bishops. The Synod, which is the 
representative body of the 
Church of England in Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and 

Oxfordshire, debated a motion 
referred to all diocesan synods by 
the General Synod, the Church’s 
national assembly on Saturday 12 
November. 

The motion, “that this Synod 
approve the proposals embodied 
in the draft Bishops and Priests 
(Consecration and Ordination 
of Women) Measure and in draft 
Amending Canon No. 30” was 
carried in all houses. The results 
were as follows. For - House of 
Bishops: 4; House of Clergy: 46; 
House of Laity: 55. Against - 
House of Bishops: 0; House of 
Clergy: 19; House of Laity: 15. 
There were two abstentions in 
the House of Laity. 

The draft measure requires 
the House of Bishops to draw up 
a statutory Code of Practice 
setting out the provision for 
parishes who object to women 
bishops on theological grounds. 

A following motion, proposed 
by the Maidenhead and Windsor 
Deanery, calling for 

amendments to the draft 
legislation so that bishops 
providing alternative Episcopal 
oversight to parishes unable to 
accept the oversight of women 
would be given “ordinary 



jurisdiction” rather than having 
authority delegated to them by 
the diocesan bishop, was lost. 

Oxford, with the Newcastle. 
Southwark, Liverpool, York and 
Portsmouth dioceses, was one of 
the last to vote. All 44 dioceses of 
the Church of England have now 
voted. Only two - Chichester 
and London - have voted against 
it. 

Now that the consultation is 
complete, the legislation will 
return to the General Synod for 
final approval, probably in July 
2012. It will require the support 
of two thirds of each of the three 
houses of the General Synod 
(Bishops, Clergy and Laity) to be 
approved. If the General Synod 
votes in favour, the legislation 
will still need Parliamentary 
approval and Royal Assent 
before it becomes law. The 
earliest a woman is likely to be 
appointed bishop is 2014. 

Bishop John said: “The vote 
was decisive, but clearly left some 
disappointed. All the more 
reason to try to stand together in 
Christ and keep moving forward. 

“I was grateful for a measured 
and respectful debate and for 
the eventual outcome, which was 
a welcome to the full ministry of 
women as a gift - and not as a 
problem.” 




For more information see 

www.churchofengland.org/our 

-views/women-bishops.aspx 



Chinch pitches into protest 




MEMBERS of Christ the Cornerstone in Milton Keynes have joined the 
global Occupy movement, placing a symbolic tent in the middle of their 
worship area. 

The vicar, the Revd Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga, said: “As a church we 
want to express solidarity with the global discontent with the political 
classes and the banking system for ignoring the needs of the most 
vulnerable in society. We also want to engage with the question ‘what 
would Jesus do?’” 

Meanwhile the Revd Angus Ritchie, Assistant Chaplain for Social 
Justice at Keble College, Oxford, is encouraging parishes to engage with 
the issues raised by the Occupy camp at St Paul’s through two 
initiatives. Angus, who is also Director of the Contextual Theology 
Centre in London said: “The Occupy camp presents the Church with a 
great opportunity to engage the wider community in conversation about 
Christian faith and social justice. 

“We are encouraging local churches to hold ‘Community 
Conversations’ - either over coffee after their morning service, or at a 
time in the week when people outside church can attend. The protesters 
have a banner asking ‘What would Jesus do?’ The Gospels, and the 
Bible as a whole, have a great deal to say about the right use of wealth.” 

The Centre has published a pack for church leaders who want to hold 
such Conversations, available at http: / /theology-centre. org . 

For another Christian response to the Occupy movement see page three. 
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Where there is no imagination, the people perish 



Ernesto Lozada- 
Uzuriaga reflects on 
the importance of 
imagination and 
creativity. 

I n times past the nomad 
people of the dessert 
would gather at night 
around a blazing fire. 
Under a twinkling sky and 
in the shadow of the celestial 
tent they would make deals and 
trade goods; they would share 
food and break bread; they 
would recount tales of stories 
old, and they would play music 
and dance. 

As the dancers performed 
their customary routines, once 
in a while a dancer would stand 
out from the rest and capture 
the hearts of the crowd with 
their unique grace and beauty. 
In each movement and twirl the 
power of the dance would 
manage to stir up profound 
emotions. The magic of the 
dance would resonate deeply 
within the souls of those 
present, leading them to places 
of spiritual enlightenment. 

People knew this was not an 
ordinary dance, but one of 
exceptional and special 
meaning and they responded 
accordingly, chanting and 
clapping with exhilaration, 
'Allah! Allah! Allah F As they 
glimpsed the divine they knew 
in their hearts that this dance 
was coming from Allah ’ from 



A lo Lejos: In the Far Away. Picture by Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga 



God, the source of the creative 
impulse and imagination in us 
all. When these tribes of North 
Africa settled in the south of 
Spain they brought with them 
their customs and traditions and 
the chants of Allah’ become one 
of* Ole!’ 

The biblical story of Bezalel, 
the craftsman appointed by God 
to do the artistic works of the 
Tabernacle, asserts very clearly 
that beauty in all its delight and 
disturbing qualities comes from 



God: “/ have given him 

understanding, skill, and ability for 
every kind of artistic work”. 

As we enter the Season of 
Advent that leads us to the birth 
of Christ, we should take the 
opportunity to celebrate God’s 
creative way of bringing 
salvation to the world, and hail 
the imaginative and creative 
person, who was Jesus Christ, 
the story-teller, who spoke in a 
profound way about the mystery 
and wisdom of God. 



We should celebrate our 
imagination which can achieve 
amazing things; nobody thought 
that an “ art installation” of a few 
tents outside a church would 
incite such a reaction and 
debate in society. It did. 
Imagination is a powerful thing. 
This Christmas let us renew our 
calling to be a creative 
community in the world. 

The Revd Ernesto Lozada- 
Uzuriaga is the Vicar at Christ 
the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes. 



December prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is for guidance only please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, 
produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

THU 1 Charlbury with Shorthampton: 

clergy Judy French, Jan Fielden; LLM 
Penny Nairne. 

FRI 2 Chipping Norton team: clergy 
Stephen Weston, David Salter, Andrew 
Keith, Jackie Jones; LLMs Elizabeth Mann, 
Elizabeth Allen; youth worker Esther 
Lockley. Chipping Norton St Mary’s (VA) 
School. 

SAT 3 Great Tew with Little Tew: clergy 
Peter Silva. 

MON 5 Hook Norton with Great Rollright, 
Swerford and Wigginton: clergy John 
Acreman, Wendy Cunningham; LLM Janet 
Collins. Great Rollright (VA) and Hook 
Norton (VC) Schools. 

TUE 6 Over with Nether Worton: clergy 
Peter Silva. 

WED 7 Forest Edge: clergy Paul Mansell, 
Sarah Jones, Brian Ford. Finstock (VC) 
and Leafield (VC) Schools. 

THU 8 Shipton-under-Wychwood, Milton- 
under- Wych wood, Fifield and Idbury: 

clergy Kate Stacey, Anne Hartley. 
Wychwood (VC) School. 

FRI 9 The Chase: clergy Mark Abrey, 
Andy Thayer. Chadlington (VC) School. 

SAT 10 Bray with Braywood: clergy 
Richard Cowles. Braywood (VC) and 
Holyport (VA) Schools. 



MON 12 Burchetts Green: clergy Keith 
Nicholls, Dilys Woodmoore, Tina 
Molyneux; LLM Teresa Kennard. Burchetts 
Green (VC) School. 

TUE 13 Clewer: clergy Louise Brown, 

Luke Taylor. Windsor Clewer Green (VA) 
and Windsor St Erf (VA) Schools. 

WED 14 Cox Green: clergy Joan Hicks. 

THU 15 Dedworth: clergy Louise Brown. 

FRI 16 Furze Platt: clergy Mark Balfour, 
Beth Honey; LLMs Pat Rose, Brian Rose 
(emeritus); youth pastor Ben Dale; lay 
worker Edna Conibear. 

SAT 17 Maidenhead All Saints Boyne Hill: 

clergy Jeremy Harris, Deborah Davison; 
LLM Elizabeth Bryson. Maidenhead All 
Saints (VC), Maidenhead Altwood (VC) 
and Maidenhead Boyne Hill (VC) Schools. 

MON 19 Maidenhead St Andrew and St 
Mary Magdalene: clergy Will Stileman, 
Sam Allberry, Andrew Kearns; LLMs Ruth 
Knight, Jill Palfrey. 

TUE 20 Maidenhead St Luke: clergy Sally 
Lynch, Dick Cheek, Terrie Robinson; 

LLMs Sonya Clarke, Noeline Page. 
Maidenhead St Luke’s (VC) School. 

WED 21 New Windsor team: clergy 
Ainsley Swift, Mary Barnes, Margaret Bird, 
John Quick; LLM Mary Hutchinson. 
Windsor Queen Anne First (VC) and 
Windsor Trinity St Stephen (VC) Schools. 

THU 22 Old Windsor: clergy Mary 
Barnes, Miriam Caminer. Old Windsor St 



Peter’s (VA) and Windsor The Royal (VA) 
Schools. 

FRI 23 The Cookhams: clergy Michael 
Smith, Nick Plant, Andrew Thomas; LLM 
Charles Walmesley. Cookham Holy Trinity 
(VC) and Cookham Dean (VA) Schools. 

SAT 24 Christmas Eve The Queen and 
members of the royal family in residence 
at this time. The Queen’s Free Chapel of 
St George: Dean - Rt Revd David 
Conner; clergy JA White, JA Ovenden, 

HE Finlay, JW Woodward, A Zinni; all 
who work and worship at Windsor Castle. 

MON 26 The homeless, unemployed, 
lonely and unloved. Members of the 
armed forces and others at work and 
away from home at Christmas. 

TUE 27 Waltham St Lawrence: clergy 
Andy Hartropp; LLM Claire Hartropp, 
Carole Perkins. 

WED 28 White Waltham with 
Shottesbrooke: clergy David Andrew, 
Andy Hartropp; LLM Carole Perkins, 

Claire Hartropp. White Waltham (VC) 
School. 

THU 29 The ecumenical team of 
chaplains in Mission in Work and 
Economic Life. 

FRI 30 The severely injured and all 
devoted to their care and rehabilitation. 

SAT 31 Those nearing the end of their 
lives in hospices or at home and all who 
care for them. 




A thanksgiving for 
the creative 

endeavour 

In carving the wood; in sculpting 
the stone; in forming the clay 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

In painting the canvas; in pressing 
the print; in searching for new 
ways 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

In the landscaping of the garden; 
in the toiling of earth; in the 
arrangement of flowers 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

In making the bread we break and 
share 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

In the making of music with 
instruments and voices 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

In creating new worlds with written 
words; in telling stories with 
pictures 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

In joining the dance of the 
universe; in moving our bodies to 
the beat of life 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

In the spontaneous and subversive 
street art 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

In the performing of a play; in the 
routine of a mime; in the kindness 
of a gesture 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

In the words of our liturgy and 
prayers 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

In being human; in caring for one 
another and our planet 

Your creative Spirit is within us. 

We are creative beings made to 
the image and likeness of a 
creative God - Amen. 



Sundays 



And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth. (Jn. 1:14 AV) 

SUNDAY 4 Chipping Norton Deanery: Area Dean Judy French, 
Assistants: Mark Abrey, Stephen Weston; lay chair Amanda 
Gafford; secretary James Walmesley, treasurer Michael 
Waring, communications officer Paul Mansell. Give thanks for 
the new deanery team; pray for their work and mission 
together in the deanery, especially the development of lay 
pastoral training. The people, wardens, PCCs and support 
staff of the deanery. The diocese of Western Kansas (USA). 

SUNDAY 11 Maidenhead & Windsor Deanery: Lay chair Martin 
Chandler, secretary David Morgan, treasurer Jim Tucker, 
ecumenical representative Richard Holroyd, chaplains to the 
deaf Vera Hunt and Ben Whitaker. The people, PCCs, 
wardens and support staff of the deanery. The diocese of 
Western North Carolina (USA). 

SUNDAY 18 Parish and district councilors serving the people 
of the Deanery of Chipping Norton. The diocesan emergency 
planning group. The diocesan ministry of deliverance from evil. 
The diocese of Wyoming (USA). 

SUNDAY 25 Christmas Day Parish and district councillors 
serving the people of the Deanery of Maidenhead and 
Windsor. The Board of Mission. The ministry of Christian 
healing. The Diocese of York. 







iheDoor DECMBER 2011 



3 



News 



College s future set in stone 




The Revd Canon Martyn Percy, Principal, Ripon College, the Rt Revd Michael 
Perham, Bishop of Gloucester, and the Rt Revd John Pritchard, Bishop of 
Oxford, with the foundation stone. Photo: Ripon College 



4 Well, what would 
Jesus do?’ 




THE Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt Revd Alan Wilson 
was one of the first senior Church of England figures 
to speak out on the St Paul’s occupation. Here he 
gives his views. 

Well, what would Jesus do? That is the Question. 

I was fascinated to see the slogan draped across 
the front of St Paul’s — not an attack on the 
Cathedral, but precisely the question I have long 
fondly believed it exists to raise in the midst of 
the City. 

St Paul’s is not my Church, not my diocese, 
but many of our people work in the square mile. 

One of the joys of this job has been many opportunities to share their 
concerns and hopes. I find that most city types I meet (excuse the 
stereotype) are fair minded and decent people who know that our 
current routines are not perfect, and would love to see the questions 
that strike them at work addressed more openly and honestly, for the 
common good. 

Many of them are bemused by a Church that seems almost entirely 
absorbed in its own office piety and politics. It has made itself largely 
irrelevant, sometimes a laughing stock, by pouring energy into questions 
about which the historic Jesus shows no sign of having had any concern 
whatsoever, like issues of homosexuality and female bishops. 

Meanwhile money, daily life, how to read the future, hypocrisy, subjects 
which filled his teaching, bubble on the back burner. 

The protesters, albeit untidily, have done the Church the favour of 
getting Jesus’s big issues onto our front pages — not so much city 
bonuses as whether money is to be our servant or our master. They 
don’t believe the people who led us into this mess can be trusted to get 
us out of it. Many of them would like the Church to take its eyes off its 
own navel and grow up. So they are raising, acutely, a question that 
should be of more than passing interest to us who follow Christ — 

“what would Jesus do?” 

Synod approves 2012 budget 




FOUNDATION stones were 
blessed by the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford and 
the Rt Revd Michael Perham, 
Bishop of Gloucester to dedicate 
two new buildings at Ripon 
College Cuddesdon, Oxford. 

The Bishop of Oxford blessed 
a foundation stone for a new 
Education Centre comprising a 
lecture theatre, student 
accommodation, and new home 
for the Sisters of Begbroke. 

The building will be called 
Harriet Monsell House after the 
founder in 1852 of the 
Community of Saint John Baptist 
who dedicated her life to work 
with former prostitutes, single 
mothers, orphanages and 
hospitals. 

The Bishop of Gloucester then 
blessed an identical foundation 
stone for an architecturally 
remarkable new Chapel, 
dedicated to Bishop Edward 
King, former Principal of the 
College, which will provide a 
stunning new worship space in 
the heart of the College 



community. 

The foundation stones have 
been carved by well known local 
stone mason, Bill Brown, whose 
work over the last 62 years 
includes many gargoyles and 
grotesques for Oxford colleges, 
and the gravestones of Winston 
Churchill and the Queen 
Mother. The stones have been 
carved with the Lamb of God to 
represent the Community of St 
John Baptist, and the 
Cuddesdon crosses to symbolise 
the coming together of the two 
communities in this new 
enterprise. 

Ripon College Cuddesdon, 
founded in 1854 by the Bishop 
of Oxford, is one of the 
country’s leading theological 
colleges with a third of current 
bishops, deans and archdeacons 
in the Church of England having 
trained there. The College’s 
greatest strength today is 
acceptance of students right 
across the breadth of church 
traditions preparing them for 
today’s diverse world. 



DIOCESAN Synod approved the 
2012 Revenue Budget and 
Deanery Share Apportionment 
last month. The 2012 budget is 
based on a below inflation, two 
per cent increase in parish share, 
and a two per cent pay increase 
for clergy and Diocesan Church 
House, after a year without a rise 
for either group. 

This should bring down the 
deficit to £25,000. The onward 
projections include breaking 
even in 2013 and continuing 
below-inflation two per cent 
share increases to 2015. 



Brian Newey, who chairs the 
Diocesan Board of Finance, said 
that a strategic review of central 
services was underway to identify 
possible savings. The early 
findings will be presented to 
Bishop’s Council in December. 

At the same time, the way the 
parish share allocation is 
calculated is being examined to 
ensure it is fair across the board. 

A new scheme should be 
available for consultation early 
in 2012, with the intention of 
rolling it out across the diocese 
in 2013. 



IN BRIEF 



Farewell to David 

THE Revd Canon David Picken, 
Team Rector of High Wycombe 
in Buckinghamshire has been 
appointed Archdeacon of Newark. 

David, 48, grew up in 
Staffordshire and studied in 
London before becoming a 
teacher. He married his wife 
Cathy in 1 985 and worked in 
parishes in the Chichester and 
Worcester Dioceses before 
coming to High Wycombe in 
2004. There he has been active 
working with people of other 
faiths as well as being heavily 
involved in town centre ministry. 
David also has the wider 
responsibility of being Area Dean 
of the Wycombe Deanery, which 
covers a mix of rural and urban 
parishes including Wycombe, 
Marlow and the Hambleden 
Valley. 

David will be moving to 
Newark to take up his new 
appointment in the new year. 



Glad you Asked 

A NEW resource offering a novel 
approach to sparking 
conversations about faith is 
being launched with a special 
pre-Christmas deal. 

Glad You Asked is a DVD 
produced by Oxford based 
mission charity Innovista 
International. It helps small 
groups or people working in a 
one-to-one setting wrestle with 
questions like ‘How do we make 
sense of life?’ and ‘Isn’t the Bible 
anti-women and full of violence?’. 

“G/ac/ You Asked doesn’t just 
tell you what to think, it asks you 
to explore your own world-view 
and starts with the questions 
you’re asking,’’ said the Revd 
Andrew Wingfield Digby, of St 
Andrew’s Church, Oxford. “You 
decide what’s bugging you and 
start there which is great.’’ 

See www.gladyouasked.org for 
more information. See 
www.innovista.org to find out 
more about Innovista. 



Painting contest 

SUNDAY schools and church 
youth clubs are invited to take 
part in the Green Communities 
painting competition. 

Young artists aged six to 1 4 can 
enter the contest with paintings 
addressing questions about what 
concerns them about their 
environment and how they want 
to see the environment and their 
communities protected. The 
contest is being run by Bayer in 
partnership with the United 
Nations Environment Programme. 
Entries should be in A3 or A4 
format and sent to Andrea 
Postles, Corporate 
Communications, Bayer pic, 
Bayer House, Strawberry Hill, 
Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 1 JA. 
See www.unep.bayer.com for 
more on the Bayer-UNEP 
partnership. 



Three Sacred Hills in Cowley 




BISHOP John met children at St Mary and St John School in Cowley, 
Oxford, when he went to bless some restored stained glass windows. 
The windows were originally created by Patrick Reyntiens OBE. They 
depict Mount Ararat, Mount Tabor and Calvary and were originally 
commissioned in the 1970s by the Cowley Fathers for Cowley St John 
School, they were later relocated to St Augustine’s RC/ CE Secondary 
School where they stayed until 1986. 
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Rob Bell's controversial new book 
Love Wins explores the concept 
of hell. Eugene Peterson writes ‘in 
Love Wins, Rob Bell tackfes the old 
heaven and hell question and offers 
a courageous alternative answer. ' 

Some have found this approach en- 
couraging, Greg Boyd comments 
that 7 don't know any writer who 
expresses the inexpressible love of 
Cod as powerfully and as beautifully 
as Rob Belli' However, others have 
been concerned over Rob's ‘ alterna- 
tive answer', calling his theology into 
question, and some labelling him a 
Universalist. On the release of Love 
Wins , John Piper famously tweeted 
‘Goodbye Rob Bell!’. 



Love Wins has sparked a fresh inter- 
est in the heaven and hell discussion 
and many others have been writing on 
the subject (including Randy Alcorn 
and Tim Keller). Bestselling author of 
Crazy Love Francis Chan has offered 
Erasing Hell which uses up-to-date 
mainstream theological understand- 
ing to support a more traditional view- 
point Francis is focussing on many of 
the same scriptures as Rob but draw- 
ing different conclusions. These new 
books give us the opportunity to think 
through where we stand on this im- 
portant biblical theme 

We invite you to 

engage with the issue! 




Love Wins 
Rob Bell 
RRP £14.99 
Our Price 
£12.99 





Erasing Hell 
Francis Chan 
RRP £9.99 
Our Price 
£8.99 



Is Hell for Real ur 
Does Everyone Go 
m Heaven? By Keller, 
Packer & others. 

RRP £6.99 
Our Price £5.99 









rung collection of passionate son 
corded at the Av/akening confer? 
aims to ignite a generation of revi 
world. The album features the Jc 
[including Kim Walker-Smith and 
well as Jake Hamilton. Bryan & 
Kristene DiManco and is packed 
songs of worship for the Church. 



lere you look - making 
ng children, speaking 
in the local commu- 
felt unsupported and 
for women who are 
but feel alone 1 those 



St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives 



Mail Order 01494 863950 



www. standrewsbookshop .co. u k 



g<- -8<- - 

Exclusive 

the Doer 

Discount 



We have been serving focal 
churches far over 50 years. 
Visit your [oca! branch to find 
out how our expertise can equip 
& resource you and your church. 

Great Missenden 

61 - 65 High Street 
HP16 0AL 
01494 862168 

High Wycombe 

All Saints, 3 Castle Street 
HP13 6RF 
01494 525511 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
OX4 1AG 
01365 247567 

Witney 
31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 709429 

Wolverton 

50 Church St 
MK12 5JW 
01900 221331 



For our other branches visit 
www standrewsbookshop co uk 



Awakening by Jesus Culture 
RRP £12.99 Our Price £10.99 

Jesus Culture’s sixth live worship album is a stun- 
collection of passionate songs on 2 CDs. Re- 

ronfaranz-a in ChiC^QO, ft 

revivalists around the 
the Jesus Culture band 
Chris Guilala as 
Hamilton. Bryan & Katie Torwalt and 
DiMarco and is packed with brilliant new 
of worship for the Church. 



Influential by Jo Saxton 
RRP £10.99 Our Price £8.99 

Women are leaders everywhere 
decisions in the office, raising 
in church, taking initiative in 
nity. But too often they’ve 
unequipped. This book is 
in positions of leadership 
who sense God's calling on their lives to lead 
but are unsure where to start; and those who 
simply need to be told to just get on and do it! 



iking 
tmu- 
and 
are 
e: those 



£2 
off! 



When you spend 
£20 ms fore 



£2 off when you spend 
£20 in store. Full 
products 

A OhllflltldfiF. J|i|,^ IJlp| In til* ift.sd m 
conjuncSion with any cl her offer Uafyj uniil 

nnzmn 

- -X3- - ->g- - 



Come and visit us for our amazing January SALEH! 
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Cut your energy bills 

THE Diocese and the CofE Shrinking the 
footprint campaign is offering churches the 
chance to use, for free, energy monitoring 
software to help them track and reduce 
their energy use. 

In only five minutes a week the sMeasure 
software will help reduce and control 
energy costs by 1 0 to 1 4 per cent. The 
Diocese is looking for 1 00 churches to be 
part of a pilot scheme in 201 2, before it is 
launched nationally in 2013. 

To find out more and join the pilot email 
environment@oxford.anglican.org or call 
diocesan environment officer Matt Freer on 
01865 208745. The pilot is being offered 
on a first come, first served basis. 



Tributes to Owen Jewiss 

THE Door was sad to learn of the death of 
Owen Jewiss on 24 October. Mr Jewiss 
was awarded the Order of St Frideswide by 
Bishop John in recognition of his 
considerable service to the Gospel at 
parish, deanery and diocesan level. 

As well as being a committed member of 
St Barnabas, Emmer Green, where he 
served on the PCC, Mr Jewiss chaired the 
Diocesan Trustees Oxford Ltd. he served on 
the Diocesan Glebe Committee, the 
Bishops’ Council Working Group for Unity, 
the Diocesan Environment Group and 
Diocesan Synod and was well known in the 
Reading Deanery and in Churches 
Together. 




Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01 934 618111 
Emaihinfo@fullersfinerfumiture.co.uk 



| www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk | 




PACT celebrates double award 



f 



r i 



PILGRIMS' 
FRIEND 

SOCIETY' 










RESPITE CARE 



offers a break to individuals 
and tlwir caregivers. 



W e cosset the individuals and their caregivers can go on holiday, 
or simply relax at home, knowing their special person is enjoying 
life and the company of others, and is in the very best hands. 

You can choose from a range of locations from the beautiful 
countryside of We! is bo rough, to the fresh seaside air of the Essex 
Coast (Ernest Luff Homes) to the ancient. porL town of Plymouth 
(Rethany Christian Care Home), 

To enquire about availability, 

email, infq@pilgrim5frlend.0rg.uk 
or go online at www.pt lgrimsfriend.org.uk - Hill 
or telephone 0300 303 1400, 





£22m Aylesbury school 



THIS futuristic image shows how state- 
of-the-art new Aylesbury Vale Academy 
building will look when it opens its 
doors to pupils in September 2013. 

When it opened in 2009 the Aylesbury 
Vale Academy became the Diocese of 
Oxford’s newest church school. It 
followed the Oxford Academy, which 
opened in 2008. The new £22m building 
will see the school move from the former 
Quarrendon School to a new site on the 
Berryfields Estate. 

Gordon Joyner, Deputy Director of 
Education at the Diocese of Oxford and 
Chair of Governors at the Aylesbury Vale 
Academy, said: “When the work is 
finished these buildings will be the 
Diocese of Oxford’s most modern school 



buildings, providing a full range of state 
of the art facilities. 

“After years of planning and 
considering designs, it is exciting to see 
what the end result is going to look like. 
These buildings will provide an ideal 
environment for pupils to learn and 
develop and provide a real focus for the 
whole community.” 

The work is being carried out by 
Hertfordshire based building firm BAM 
and the academy has been designed by 
Nicholas Hare architects. 

As well as Aylesbury Vale and the 
Oxford Academy, the Diocese now 
sponsors the Chiltern Hills Academy, 
formerly known as the Chesham Park 
Community College. 




FAMILY support charity Parents and 
Children Together (PACT) scooped two 
wins at the Didcot Business and 
Community Awards (BACA’s) 2011. 

The South Didcot children’s centre 
won the award for best customer service 
in recognition of their welcoming 
attitude towards all parents and child 
carers. The judges were provided with 
lots of evidence from young mums to 
grandparents about how staff and 
volunteers go the extra mile for every 
visitor. 

Parents who use the centre also won 
the positive promotion award in 
recognition of their strong local 
presence, with grassroots involvement of 
parents, connection with health centres 



and schools. The judges were impressed 
with the use of social media to reach out 
to families in the town and surrounding 
villages and the commitment of families 
who ran their own weekend away for 16 
adults and 24 children. 

Children’s centre manager Simone 
Prendiville said: “We were thrilled to win 
the two awards, especially as one was for 
staff and the other for parents. 

“We are delighted to have been 
nominated and and that our work with 
families in the community has been 
recognised.” 

PACT is a professional agency working 
on behalf of the Diocese of Oxford. The 
charity focuses on strengthening families. 
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Spotlight on 



% 



A.B.WALKFR 

son i rwiTm 

RAW tM I DI P.ECTDU f i um 



Independent famiyiuneral directors and 
monumental rressons. 

24 Hciur assistants 
4 Offices with parking 
Competitively priced 

Rowftfli hy ifilsplmrifi and mi-line 

Stone memorials 
Pre paid funeral plans 




Reading head office 0110 957 30 5 Q 

OBnv t 3 r.pi£.i!i". WjxMiTff vii i, FHi^'^^'ki ii Hi 9 1 r^ ! hjh -tl lv ivn 

www.abwalker.co.uk 




All Aspects of Grave Care 
and Maintenance 

Floral Tributes Sited for Special Occasions 
www.fo rget- m e- n ot u k. c o. u k 

Tel/Fax 01494 565526 Mob: 07793 639130 




MFIROSF HOOKS 

Established 1969 

SFFKSNFW 
MVNIJSCRIFIS IN 
ALL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 

StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: infoOmel rosebooks.co.uk 



Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



Ellel Ministries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 




church sound 
& audio visual 



dmmusic 

FOR CHURCHES 




www.dmmusic.com 01582 761 1 22 



Rural ministry 




As the Door went to press a 
diocesan conference was 
focusing on rural mission. 
Keynote speaker Barry 
Osbourne highlights some 
of the issues. 

M ost village churches feel that 

they are under-resourced and it 
is not uncommon for rural 
clergy to feel already over-stretched. The 
idea of taking on board the challenge of 
developing discipleship and mission 
programmes might not be always 
welcome in some rural parishes. But 
neither mission nor discipleship is 
optional; rather, they go to the heart of 
who we are and why we are here. 

As Secretary of the national Rural 
Evangelism Network (of which the 
Diocese of Oxford is a participant) I 
realise that specialist mission societies 
are too few and too small to make much 
of an impact in rural mission. After all, 
one sixth of the UK population live in 
rural settlements with fewer than 5,000 
inhabitants - mostly in smaller villages. 
In a largely post-Christian and pluralistic 
society it is the churches and Christians 
located in rural communities that have 
to take up the challenge. 

In some aspects of mission rural 
churches out-perform their urban 
counterparts. They are more integrated 
into the life of the wider community. 
Recent research revealed that 70 per 



Rural Officer for Burnham 
and Slough Linda Hillier tells 
us why she got involved in 
rural ministry, and the role 
Anglicans play in rural 
communities. 

I have been interested in mission to 
the rural community since the last 
Foot and Mouth crisis. Travelling 
from home to Slough I passed fields of 
cows, which one day were no longer 
there. Knowing virtually nothing about 
the diseases or farming in general I 
contacted Glyn Evans, the diocesan rural 
officer, and as they say the rest is history. 

I have become more and more aware 
of our need to cherish our countryside 
in a realistic way and to support those 
who grow our food. We should also 
understand that the effects on rural 
communities of the dream of living in 
the countryside that many town dwellers 
have should be carefully thought 
through. Within the deanery of 
Burnham and Slough, there are large 
areas of countryside, but most people 
think only of the town itself. And of 
course the diocese may well have some 
large conurbations, but large swathes of 
countryside dotted with farms and 
villages are the norm. 

We have hosted a farm shop in a town 
centre church; local fresh and 



cent of rural social capital comes from 
the churches. Of the ‘Five Marks of 
Mission’, now widely accepted by 
Anglicans, most rural churches engage 
well with ‘responding to human need 
through loving service’, ‘seeking to 
transform unjust structures in society’, 
and ‘environmental action’. 

We do not generally do so well with 
the other two marks of mission: 
‘proclaiming the Good News of the 
Kingdom’, and ‘teaching, baptising and 
nurturing new believers’. The 
characteristics of rural communities 
tend to inhibit overt evangelism but 
there are many ways in which the gospel 
can be proclaimed using appropriate 
methods. Some of these are set out in 
the Knowledge Exchange section of the 
REN website at www.mralevangelism.net. 

But in my view we do well to link the 
concept of discipleship with that of 



handmade produce ranging from goose 
eggs to flavoured rape seed oil, buffalo 
meat to chutneys, potatoes to savoury 
pies brought by local people were on 
sale. Good quality food, fresh from 
farms and small producers are better for 
us and for the environment, and we 
hope that it brought local produce to 
the notice of Slough residents. 

As a rural officer working in a town 
centre I hope I bring a contrasting 
spirituality and view of ministry to the 
team. The difference between urban 
and rural ministry is marked, and needs 
to be fully understood. The spiritual, 
social and material needs of those living 
and working in the countryside, need to 
be addressed in a way which is 
appropriate to the rural context. It is 
very different to ministry in Slough, 
Milton Keynes or Oxford. The Church 
of England is very often the only 
expression of church for many miles; its 
clergy, lay ministers and congregations 
are the only people showing the love of 
Jesus to individuals and communities 
unable to reach churches in larger 
towns and cities, where denominations 
and congregations may be large, and 
where every expression of 
churchmanship is available. 

Our rural missioners need to be all 
things to all men as St Paul might have 
said. They are school governors, 
chaplains to farmers and rural shows, 
chair village hall committees and care 
for the spiritual needs of many 



mission. Scripture reveals that each 
Christian has a unique role within God’s 
purposes. Progress as Christ’s disciples 
should lead to the discovery and 
development of the gifts God has given 
to enable each of us to fulfil God’s 
purposes, and how to do so in harmony 
with all the other gifts within each local 
church. If we get that right then 
effectiveness in mission will inevitably 
follow. 

Rev ’d Barry Osborne heads up the Rural 
Evangelism Network in which representatives of 
the Churches and mission agencies working in 
rural areas, share insight and experience, and 
encourage good practice in rural mission. 




For more see 

www.ruralmissionsolutions.org.uk 




individuals and far-flung communities. 
They need the help of 4x4s and tractors 
in the winter and constantly have their 
wellingtons in the car. The church 
calendar reflects the changing seasons 
and the farming year, as well as the 
religious feast days - all opportunities 
for mission and celebration. Thank God 
for the Church of England that still 
maintains a Christian presence across 
our land. There may never be mega 
churches in the countryside, but 
however small a congregation we must 
thank God that they continue to 
prayerfully support their local 
communities, and above all join 
together in worship of the God who 
created our beautiful world. 



Keeping it local 
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Family 



Coping with Christmas 



For the recently bereaved, 
Christmas can be a difficult 
time. Jenny Hyson gives 
some practical advice on how 
to cope. 

C hristmas is traditionally a 
time when families come 
together and where 
traditions that have been 
passed down from 

generation to generation are played out 
and remembered. Whether we 
celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah or Eid 
that sense of celebration gives a sense of 
belonging and being part of a family 
that is unique and special. Often 
Christmas traditions are wrapped in 
memory, sometimes their roots are 
unknown and yet nevertheless faithfully 
re-enacted. 

But for many Christmas is not a time 
of joy and celebration especially when 
someone they love has died. The once 
Festive season can instead be shrouded 
in sadness and loneliness. When all 
around in shops and homes there is a 
frenzy of activity, the sense of loss for 
those who are bereaved can be 
intensified. 

Here at Seesaw we are very aware of 
the struggle and challenge this time of 
year presents to families. Adults try to 
balance their grief with ‘still doing 
Christmas’ for the children, and 
children become anxious when it seems 
that everything has changed! As with 
most support SeeSaw offers there is no 
right and wrong way of managing the 
Christmas season, for each person it will 
be different, and our role is to help 
families as they find their way through 
what was once a joyful celebration. 

Just because it’s Christmas doesn’t 
mean the family’s feelings of sadness, 
loneliness, anger and anxiety will go 
away, so acknowledge the feelings. Like 
any other time of year bereaved families 
need you to listen rather than to give 



advice or say ‘you know how they feel’. 

Support families in making their own 
decisions about what they want to do 
over Christmas rather than assuming 
you know what is best for them. 

Encourage families to talk about 
different options of what they might 
want to do whether it’s being alone, 
going to family or friends or even 
hosting the party. Leave room for 
decisions to be changed. How a family 
might feel one day may not be how they 
manage another. 

Some families find it hard buying 
presents, some find writing and sending 
Christmas cards is just too difficult and 
intensifies the feelings of loss. 

Supporting decisions not to send cards 
and offering help with shopping 
whether it’s sharing a trip to the shops 
or making suggestions of gifts on the 
internet may be helpful. 

Talk with families about how they 
might want to remember their loved one 
especially at Christmas and where 
appropriate help with this. Offer lifts to 
visit the grave, cemetery or special place. 
Think about opportunities for families 
to light a candle for the person who has 
died as part of Christmas church services 
or offer a candle to the family to light in 
their own home. 

Remember that the Christmas season 
can be stressful for most people, for the 
bereaved it can emphasise the sense of 
being alone and be compounded by the 
general exhaustion that often 
accompanies grief. Don’t be afraid to 
invite adults out for a special cup of 
coffee or a drink and don’t be afraid to 
have a laugh! Offer fun activities for the 
children. They too sometimes need 
permission that it’s ok to still have fun. 

Jenny Hyson is the Children and Family 
Support Worker at See Saw. 

SeeSaw supports bereaved children in 
Oxfordshire when a parent or sibling has died. 

In the uK 12 children are bereaved of a parent 
every hour of every day. This means one in 29 
children will be spending this Christmas without 
someone they love. If you would like to support 
bereaved families in Oxfordshire, not just at 
Christmas but throughout the year, then why 




not support the work SeeSaw by individual families living in Oxfordshire can contact 

giving or as part of your church’s Christmas SeeSaw direct for support or advice on 01865 

collection. For more information contact Jane 744768. 

Elliott, fundraiser on 01865 744768. Bereaved 



A Christmas activity 

At SeeSaw we often make special Christmas baubles with the children we support. 



You will need: 

A large plain Christmas bauble 
Double sided sticky tape 
Ribbon 15 - 20mm wide 
Pen 

Glitter, sequins 
Strong glue 




Cut enough ribbon to go around the 
bauble with a small overlap. 

Write a short message on the ribbon, eg. 

T love you’ 

Stick double sided tape on the back of 
the ribbon 

Peel off the back and attach to the 
bauble 

Decorate the bauble with glitter or sequins 



A s children’s adviser I often get 
asked about what approach 
Christian parents should take to 
the ‘Santa Claus’ debate, unites Yvonne 
Morris. Some adults believe that Father 
Christmas has become a secular mythical 
figure and should therefore be avoided, 
equally, some non-Christians object on 
the grounds of the Christian roots of 
‘Saint Nicholas’. 

It’s a knotty issue, that’s for sure with 
cultural and secular influences but I 
wonder if asking yourself questions like 
these can help (you could replace 
‘family’ with church, school or kids 
club) ; What makes Christmas special 
for our family? 

What values are being taught in the 
way our family ‘do’ Christmas? 



The myth of St Nicholas 



What is being taught about who God 
is in the way our family ‘do’ Christmas? 

My experience of children is that 
they are able to hold the juxtaposition 
of the Santa myth alongside the Jesus 
story without any problem or conflict. 
They often know that Jesus is the real 
story of Christmas without 
compromising their hope in and 
enjoyment of Father Christmas. 

As with any cultural icon there are 
issues and questions that should be 
asked by Christian parents yet the St 
Nicholas story provides opportunities to 
discus and explore with children lots 
about God’s values, judgement, 
forgiveness, kindness, generosity and 
honesty without necessarily promoting 
materialism and greed. 



Ensuring that our children are 
connected to ‘Emmanuel, God with Us’ 
is, I think, essential. Enabling the 
question ‘What if Santa isn’t real - will 
Christmas be anything less than it 
currently is?’ but not confusing this 
with ‘Santa isn’t real therefore God isn’t 
real.’ One of the ways I deal with this 
with the children I work with is to 
encourage them to recognize when 
God has heard and answered their 
prayers every day, every week, all year 
round - a kind of ‘God is for life not 
just for Christmas’ approach! So, they 
can easily separate Father Christmas 
from the Father of Christmas, God with 
them who loves them and won’t let 
them down by not bringing them the 
big shiny toy they wanted. 
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DID YOU SEE JOHN? 

Have a look at page 5. Did vou see him? Or did you look past him and carry on with your fife? 




Like many oi the hcwiidess young people who come to 
L>ntnppnint, lohii iin nr? stranger in bei fig Ignored When 
he was just lour Ills father walked out and the attention he 
got from Ins mum was far from hugs anti kissses. 

W/fm J was five, Mum kicked me hard in rhe stomach, 

She was always showing and would become violent over 
something silly [ike not finding he> cigarettes* 

His mum then married a man who also made John feel 
scared and wonliless. She continued to show him no 
c 9 1 S ec I i li n. , but became manipulative and jealous IE os her 
relatives or friends did. And so she drove away the only 
love and care dial John ever knew 

Td dawktped a nervous Tick, bur mum r.hreaicjwd to him 
me if i let annhmg show. ..it mas too much to handle, too 
much commotion' 

At 15 John started sleeping down by the canal and in a 
derelict liigh rise flat. Lonely and terrified, lie turned to 
drink, self-h arming and even became aiiiddal When he 
finally ended up in hospital. his mother's response was to 
fly off on holiday. He’d never Ml so rejected . 

While John’s store may sound shocking to you. many ot 
ihe homeless young people who come to Ctntrepoim have 
heeii through similar exper iences, They find ibeiU^elves 

homeless after being victims of neglect, violence, sexual 
abuse and family breakdown. 

Once on i he si reel, ihpv immediately face new dangers, 
ii can rake fust hours for them to be approached by drug 
dealers and pimps. 

By sponsoring a room at Centrepoint - for 
just 40p day (£12 a month) - you could give a 
vulnerable homeless young person like John a 
safe place to stay right now* 

The On [repaint roam sponsorship scheme offers homeless 
young people like John a secure room of their own Lor up 
io i wo years - enough el me lo turn their lives around and 
turn their back on homelessness tor good. 

Just think whai il will be like for someone like John when 
I hey open the door of the Tram you sponsor, tor the very 
first time. 

Vbnr room will coni am a warm, soEi bed where ihey'll 
be able to sleep soundly, alter night after night of ieeiing 
scared in an emergency bed & breakfast or ou the queers. 

A shower where they'll be able io stand under steaming 
hot, soapy water, after day after day oL trudging around 
hi doilies dial never feel dean. And d kiicherieLte where 



they'll be able tu cook nutritious meals that will restore 
[hem hack lo health. 

Call 0800 13 60 473 or visit 
w w wxen tr e po I nt ro om.o r g.u k/thed oo r 0 1 

While staving in vonr room. 1 he young person you Ye 
helping will receive all [he support ihe^ T need to rebuild 
llieir life. Counselling to deal with their problem*, career 
advice to help them into college or a job, and basic 
life skills, such as how m cook, budget and pay bills. 

So. when they leave OntrepoinL I hey are ready lolive 
independently. When that time comes, they'll continue to 
receive support ior as loiif, as they need u. 

Today, you can give a homeless young person, who is 
being ignored right now, the chance of a new life. All 
it will txv$t you is 40 p a day Because someone like you 
responded ro an aiiverti semen r like this a tew months ago, 
John is notv safe at Centrepoint rather than homeless and 
living, in fear. 

So many people don't give homeless young people 
like John a second glance. Lint today you can be the 
person who chooses not to ignore them. 

Sponsor a room at Centrepoint fry 
calling 0800 13 80 473 r visiting 
www. centra po I nt ro om.o r g«u k/t had oo r 0 1 
or returning the form below* 

What you'll receive as a Cent repaint 
room sponsor 

* A virtual recreation of your room online dint you can 
log into usnifj personal lufjin details. 

* A plan of your room and in formal Ibn about ihe ybung 
person staying in it. dirough die post. 

* Regular updates about how the young persun'^ life is 
changing, 

* hi fun nation aLioul lli-e new person moving in, when the 
young person currently occupying your room moves an. 

fr you'd like to sponsor more it san one room, please 
do. The more moms you sponsor, the more young lives 
you’ll change. 




give homeless 
young people 
a future 



, MV . F r — - r VT.. ry *,-rn ,-. T P V p^>~. wr -r m j>r>?vn- r .■ 



Will you sponsor a Centrepolnt room and get a homeless young person off the streets for good? 



□ I wish to sponsor a room dt *12 a month 

~1 [ wish to sponsor two rooms .it £24 a month 

U [ wish lo sponsor rooms al L a month 






Please culled iiiv pjvmeul uu 13 je I si/ 15 th of ever v month i j -- 1 -j . i i_ l ii 4.1 u fli'lmrvuF U.iElI 



Full Name 



Add i 



PusLcude 



Telephone 



Instruction la ymir llanh or FlnilrLing. Society to |>a y hy Direct Debit 



U s-ka< ttk tfafe box a£d ccffiplcte vvlir dctali if ymi wtidd lit; to fl&ccfle cnuJ cortmaiucaKHa fe-in CfcMKSttfit 



TP 'The Manager: ot^fritofs li lrnl itir, iLii iti Jto. L^JI ^J1 1 II ^ 

Name and tilt! address nr your I tank or Hi ill ding Snnely 

^ Faaicude 

Nciinefs) uf Account HuldeLpd 



Bank Soft Code: m-LDED Account Number 

Irr ULH-ilnTT. Df> nine ItyBfcOf UmUdiabl^ SfccitV: rtHriC F3P OTrtrrpn|t|l lUml Lrwrn Eltr .irrmipr ■ li EnLii^F Ir. 

1 1 ImkImii Inin, s' ilnn- ■ i ■ llm - sftw.i .1 n lh - -ihi imaI hv llir J E^il Ul i- urlp^. i niidnil.Hk! iImI ihn tich ii frnii 
i j jh t r j T.' uiiii ™Eh Ccaaepabt md. U n’. ul! 4L^ wLiiK li jH>. ' U ■ dlktinj^ > Jt Ec V.\ 



SignaLuTuts} 



Date 



EIhi^>-iihI Fhill;l i ii-- * <i liT^jil i^r+sfl T\*!iil IrMimi lk>nx ftjl kiit^ 14^.* ■'? hmHilil 



Email 



lit *.ivj Jjulv -VilL llse IftJ L'aU Hll'LivIL'.’u A 1. w* ln'1 J wm OAjJi- Cu %s. . U> wu ■ lIIl utOiUfs au-J aiwolt U ivia J* 1 u.'L 'mfL k 

dwic L-lifih: 4'iUildL't IVidlT.pUliil . 



li-fh/d & 



lU'.'IC.? diH I^EVJCV 1-^ w* 1 ll^lp, ! IU:ar] Il l iIv-MI Llh' J J.U llir pliiJt.wiJf 



Under llie td>verinaieril H Uift Aid j*dieiiiE, all rlcinatimiH made 
hy UK lax payerw are wurLli a ijtF.irler mnre. I 

U l h UK IdX |MU t -111. I tvtHjIkl NKl' CmiTL'cinlEH kj clHim K-si'k ilk ihx cil h.I- 1 hhilMlIniis 1 1 1 rf ■ j .. 

I i 1 j 1 1 li" ftii - I f 1 l 1 i'lpiii vv.it s. in-Mii lu ihi:. \\\u, riiui .ill ihxii.jlimiitf 1 m.it,,’ IYhiiii 1 1 ■ 1 • 1 1 . 1 1 ■ ■ 11T llir. ■ Ii.m-P. |r .il icn 1 

until 1 notify you otlienriM ! uudemanil ik-ii l mu sc hive paid id amount ot Liicume iak or cipdul 

i^inn. I.ij; ,|l ii|u-^l In Mil- I.ik ■ i n i hi l.inu Elir ||iy i3cl|kfli;i Flirt f.fl lk-.trlf ferf * vm'Ki ±\ 1 Ihie i.e^l'i 1| 

Date / i 



Please return ill is form lo: Cent repaint Room Spon^orsliip. 
Freepo&t ANG 2640 . Cole Letter C 02 SBR. Tkauk you 

Ili'feirfhO I Illti'L S,| R A F m ?, VO I 1 1 
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Marking the N ew Year 



As Advent marks the start of the new liturgical year the Church 
will be focusing on Mark’s Gospel for the next 1 2 months. 
Helen Ann-Hartley writes about what makes Mark unique. 



A friend and colleague whom 
I have immense respect for 
describes Mark as a ‘strange 
Gospel.’ That might not be 
the phrase you immediately 
associate with it, but brought to mind is 
the important question of what exactly is 
a Gospel? It’s a book, a collection of 
material that tells us about the life of 
Jesus, a history, a biography There are 
many labels that you can attach to it, but 
at the end of the day, a Gospel is far 
more than letters on a manuscript, 
words on a page. It’s ‘good news’ and of 
that, Mark is very keen to tell us! Why? 
Mark is writing because of a 
relationship, several in fact. 



pit 



‘...the time is ‘now, the 
1 'ace is ‘here’, and the 
purpose is ‘ this’. 

There’s his relationship in faith to 
Jesus Christ; his relationship to the 
eyewitness accounts that he is using to 
craft his story; his relationship to the 
community for which he wrote and, of 
course, his relationship with us, the 
hearers and readers of his Gospel today. 
Mark wrote because he had something 
of profound importance to 
communicate; his Gospel is a bold and 
vibrant proclamation of the ‘good news’ 
of what God had done in Jesus. 

Archbishop Rowan Williams describes 
Mark as a ‘Cinderella’, often viewed as 
unattractive, not much use for the 
annual Nativity play, and so on. Mark’s 
Greek is rough and ready, it’s full of 
pace (one of Mark’s favourite phrases, it 
seems, is to tell us that something 
happened ‘immediately’!), and 
interestingly it is full of present tense 
verbs. If you read the narrative in the 
came w 



present tense (rather than the ‘it 
happened’ tense) that makes an 
incredible difference to how you 
perceive your role in the story. 

No longer are we accessing a story 
written a long time ago, we are actually 
there! Beginning of the good news of Jesus 
Messiah , Son of God (The New Testament, 
‘freshly translated’ by Nicholas King, 
2006, Kevin Mayhew). There’s not even 
a word for ‘the’. Mark begins with a 
bold proclamation. John the Baptist 
bursts on to the scene announcing that 
the time is ‘now’, the place is ‘here’, and 
the purpose is ‘this’. 

It’s an announcement that God is 
taking over. We need to look and listen, 
be aware of what is happening around 
us. If Mark’s beginning is abrupt, so too 
is his ending. The oldest manuscripts 
stop suddenly at 16:8. 

This caused some concern amongst 
early readers of the Gospel, who added 
extra, longer endings in order to ‘finish’ 
what they felt was ‘incomplete.’ 

But Mark’s sudden ending is quite 
deliberate, because he wants the story to 
continue in our lives. We too are 
disciples. Mark invites us to re-read the 
whole Gospel again, our lives having 
been transformed by the first read- 
through, but this time we are to read it 
in the light of the resurrection. We take 
our faith for granted sometimes, but 

‘Mark offers signs of hope, 
glimpses of light...' 

Mark reminds us that we too have an 
active role to play in the ongoing story 
of salvation. It’s not surprising then to 
say that for Mark, discipleship is a very 
important theme. It weaves its way 
throughout the Gospel as an answer to 
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Betania in the Jordan where John the Baptist is believed to have been baptised Jesus. Photo: I stock 



the questions that the Gospel seems to 
pose: who is Jesus (chapters 1-8) and, 
why must he die (chapters 9-16)? 

The disciples are called, they follow 
(immediately) , they are sent out, they 
ask questions and crucially, they get 
things wrong. Mark seems to portray 
the disciples negatively, and Peter in 
particular seems to present himself in a 
not very positive light at times. But we 
ought to be reassured here, because 
even when the disciples desert Jesus, 
there is hope of forgiveness and 
restoration. You don’t have to be 
‘perfect’ to followjesus. 

Mark’s Gospel is also a Gospel of 
unveiling secrets. Read through it and 
notice how many times Jesus tells people 



not to reveal who he is. How can a 
Gospel that has proclamation at its heart 
keep telling us to ‘be quiet?’ Maybe it is 
because a relationship of trust is 
needed? Maybe too it is because there is 
something very profound at the heart of 
our faith, a mystery that is revealed in 
Christ and lived out in the life of the 
Church today. Mark offers signs of hope, 
glimpses of light that enable us to see 
Christ in the face of those around us. 
That is both good news and a profound 
challenge. 

The Revd Dr Helen-Ann Hartley is Director 
of Biblical Studies and lecturer in the New 
Testament at Ripon College Cuddesdon 
and on the Oxford Ministry Course. 
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Want to find out more? The Door recommends the following 
commentaries and guides for gaining a deeper understanding 
of Mark’s Gospel: 

■Helen-Ann Hartley: Making Sense of the Bible (201 1) SPCK 

■Morna Hooker: The Messages of Mark (2005) Epworth Press 
■ | -Nicholas King: The Strangest Gospel: A 

Study Of Mark (2006) Kevin Mayhew 
-RT France: Mark , from the People’s Bible Commentary series 
(BRF) 

■T and T Clark Study Guides: Mark by WR Telford ( T&T Clark) 
■ Mark for Everyone : Tom Wright (SPCK) 

■ Mark for Everyone - Bible Study Guide : Tom Wright (SPCK) 
a A Feminist Companion to Mark : edited by Amy-Jill Levine 
(Sheffield Academic Press) 

Win a commentary 

THE Door has three copies of Helen-Ann Hartley’s Making Sense 
of the Bible to give away. 

This is one of a series of six small books dealing in an accessible 
way with the key concerns for Christians. With humour and 
examples drawn from art and life, Helen-Ann argues that our 
reading of this varied collections of writings has to be generous and 
not exclusive. 

For the chance to win send your name and address to Making 
Sense competition, The Door , Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, OX2 0NB to reach us by Monday 5 December. 
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Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees Upright Cordons Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deacDnsnurseryfruitscD.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deacDnsnurseryfruitsco.uk 



To Advertise 
Call 

01752 

225623 
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design & print 

for all your business needs 

Cornerstone Vision publishes this Diocesan 
newspaper. We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK with excellent 
design and print services 

• Business Stationery • Brochures 
• Leaflets • Websites 

Fora competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 
service@cornerstonevision.com 




No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

Thousands of hymns and worship songs , alt in 
one box, ready to play . Wo musical or technical 
knowledge required. 



Straight out of the box the 
Hymnal Plus plays over 
2750 traditional hymns and 
modern worship songs, 
covering over 6000 hymn 
book entries. 

£1975:.™ 

Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also plays 
your own mp3 and midi files. 




Order your FREE information pack today, 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 




Hymn Technology Ltd Hymnal 

Worship Music Solutions PL US 



All the differen 



Alison Webster explores the 
2012 Living Faith celebration 
of what Christians do across 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire and beyond 
to make a difference in the 
world. 

e are called to ‘life in all 
its fullness’. And as many 
Christians have 
discovered, it is through 
enabling others to 
flourish that this is best achieved. As 
interdependent human beings, there is 
no such things as ‘helper and helped’, 
or ‘doer and done to’. As Jackie puts it: 

“I work with vulnerable people, 
currently those with a learning disability. 
I always come away feeling I have gained 
more than I have given and that God is 
present in a very simple service.” 

‘Making a Difference in the World’ is a 
key strand in holistic mission, and 
therefore of the diocesan ‘Living Faith’ 
programme. It’s about seeking first the 
kingdom of God, and its righteousness, 
and it is multi-faceted. 

“...there is no such thing as 
‘ helper and helped\ doer 
and done to\ ” 



As Sue puts it, “For years, I did not see 
a connection between my faith and the 
wider world of campaigning and social 
justice. But my experiences of seeing 
vital services cut, deeply affecting my 
family and those like me, made me 
realise that there is indeed a strong link. 
Jesus came to reach out to the poor and 
the oppressed. I now see that faith and 
the practical expression of that faith in 
seeking social justice through 
campaigning are indivisible.” 

2012 is to be the diocesan year of 
‘Making a Difference’. We embark upon 
it knowing that ordinary Christians 
across the diocese are busy transforming 
the lives of others, but in quiet and 
unsung ways. We want to celebrate these 
activities! For example, retired finance 
director Peter, says: “I am a part time 
debt counsellor helping in our local 
Advisory Centre. We try to help those 
whose lives have become intolerable 
because of their debt problems and 



adopt an attitude which is neither 
critical nor patronising. 

“It is remarkable how considerate 
creditors often are when properly 
approached and my experience is that it 
is possible to help people turn their lives 
round.” 

And Douglas says: “It is good to have a 
regular commitment in our local 
community shop and with an agency to 
support asylum seekers at which one can 
be and feel useful, and where the 

“...ordinary Christians 
across the diocese are busy 
transforming the lives of 
others. ” 



opportunity to talk about matters is 
often so important.” 

Caring, volunteering and campaigning 
are all crucial to ‘making a difference’. 
Just as important, however, is who we are 
in our everyday lives. Simple acts of 
loving kindness can mean the world to 
someone else, especially in a society 
where many are lonely, isolated, or 
under pressure. Joanna says, “I try to do 
something nice for a stranger at least 
once a week, perhaps it is just telling 
them how good they look, or that a 
colour really suits them. I like to see 
people smile.” 

Who we are in the workplace is a 
powerful witness to others. Janice says: ‘I 
work as an assistant in an espresso bar, a 
job that involves serving customers all 
day and I absolutely love it. The 
customers really need their coffee, and I 
know I make a difference to each and 
every one of them.” 

And Judith says: “I give legal advice to 
people experiencing family breakdown 
because I think I can make a personal 
difference by being real, friendly and 
supportive as well as legally competent. 

A visit to a solicitor can be daunting - 1 
try to be a Barnabas in my professional 
life as well as at home.” 

As well as celebration, 2012 will also be 
about inspiration. Our actions in the 
world lead us to a new knowledge of 
God, and this isn’t something we 
necessarily find it easy to talk about or 
express. 2012 will be about bringing 
together contemplation and action, and 
valuing prayer and worship. 

Alison Webster is Social Reponsibility 
Adviser for the Diocese of Oxford 





Month of Sundays 



Look out for news of the Making a 
Difference ‘Month of Sundays’ 
(October 2012), with resources to 
enable parishes to celebrate the 
activities of those in the congregation. 

An arts-based Making a Difference 
diocesan festival will be held on 
Saturday 27^ October and various 
written publications and resources will 
be produced throughout the year, 
including a six-session resource for 
personal and group reflection, 6 BE the 
Difference’. 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE WORLD 




Making a Difference across the Diocese 
and beyond: Top left; members of St 
Mary’s, Slough teamed up with the 
Citizen Advice Bureau to help people 
fill in various official forms. 

Left: The Revd Charlotte Bannister- 
Parker meets Madeleine, one of the 
vegetable growers working in our link 
diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman 
and her grandson. Charlotte, the 
Bishop of Oxford’s Adviser for 
Overseas Programmes, visited 
Kimberley in February, when a new 
officer had been appointed to lead the 
South African Diocese’s HIV/AIDS 
work. 

Bottom left: Grow Zones are 
community projects bringing practical 
help and inspiration as people club 
together to share skills and tools and 
make the most of people’s gardens, 



helping them grow their own food and 
transform their gardens. See 
www.growzones.com to find out more. 

Above: Bishop John is pictured at the 
opening of The Windmill Fairtrade 
Shop in Headington, Oxford. The shop 
trades profitably, enabling customers to 
make a difference to people in the 
developing world by buying goods that 
give a fair deal to producers. See 
www.headingtonfairtrade.org.uk for 
more. 

Below: Reading based charity Parents 
and Children Together (PACT) is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary this 
year. PACT began when one woman on 
a bicycyle visited vulnerable families to 
help them build a better life for their 
children. It is now a leading adoption 
and fostering agency. 



Tell us what your church is doing 



How is your church making a difference in your own community and/ or the wider 
world. Email doornews@googlemail.com with your photographs and stories, or 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Ern e it it 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www. ro n al d e m ettf u r n it u re . co m 



NOVA PRESS 



Nova Press is a friendly family run 
business specialising in parish 
magazines, newsletters and general 
printing needs. Parish magazines 
from £80 excluding artwork, plus 
leaflets, newsletters and general 
printing and short run colour digital 
at competitive prices 
Call Trevor on 01635 876498 
or mob 07778 531 265 



THE WHEATSHEAF CONSORT 

We are a small Bloxham-based 
chamber choir specialising in church 
music and cathedral visits. 

We are seeking to increase our 
numbers in all four sections and would 
welcome new members who have good 
sight-reading skills and an interest in 
singing in some of the most beautiful 
buildings in the United Kingdom. 
Please telephone 01295 721501 in the 
first instance for more details. 
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POVERTY IN ENGLAND 



JOIN US AND SHOW YOU STAND WITH CHRISTIANS 
WORKING TO TRANSFORM THE LIVES OF THE 
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The Doorpost 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in November 2011. 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is 25 November 2011. 




THURSDAY 1 DECEMBER 



READING: Berkshire Vocations 
Fellowship meeting at 7.45pm at New 
Hope Community Centre RG1 8DU - 
‘Pioneer Ministry’ with Jonny Baker from 
CMS. Details from 
sue.foley@oxford.anglican.org 

TWYFORD: Christmas tree festival at 
St Mary’s Church until 4 December 
from 1 1 am. Thursday evening silver 
band; Friday evening village fayre, 
handbell ringers and vocal group; 
Saturday story telling; Sunday service 
at 1 0.30am with treasure hunt. Details 
www.rustwychurch.org. Tel: 01 1 8 934 
4792. 

FRIDAY 2 DECEMBER 



OXFORD: The Unicorn Group 
Christmas celebration with a buffet 
lunch. Please bring a favourite piece of 
seasonal prose or poetry to share or a 
short piece of music. All welcome - 1 
Canterbury Road, North Oxford. Details 
email ellislynda@sky.com 

SATURDAY 3 DECEMBER 



READING: Celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the ‘Green Book’ (50 
Carols for Choirs). The Reading Bach 
choir have organised a grand sing of all 
50 carols at Caversham Heights 
Methodist Church from 2pm - 6pm. 
Details www.50carols.org.uk 

NEWBURY: The 10th Christmas 
Concert for cancer charities to be held 
at St Nicolas Church at 7pm. Further 
information from 01 635 278560. 

CHALGROVE: St Mary’s Church has 
organised a St Nick’s Fayre in the 
village hall. 1 1am - 3pm. Details 
heathwhyter@yahoo.co.uk 

OXFORD: Advent Mission Fair at St 
Michael’s Church, Lonsdale Road, 
Summertown from 1 0am - 2pm. 

OXFORD: Christmas family fun fair at 
St Andrew’s Church, Linton Road, 
Oxford from 1 0am - 1 2 noon. Details 
01865 311212. 

SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER 



OXFORD: The JOY place - a monthly 
Christian worship service specifically 
for learning disabled adults and their 
friends and family at St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Road, Oxford from 
2.45pm - 3.1 5pm. Details 01 865 
311212. 

TUESDAY 6 DECEMBER 



OXFORD: The Council of Christians 
and Jews film evening ( Sarah’s Key) at 
7.30pm at Oxford Jewish Centre, 
Richmond Road. Details email 
ceo@ccj.org.uk 



WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER 



TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalen Church 
‘Night of Miracles’ and carols by 
Reading Concert Singers at 7.30pm. 
£8 (£4 under 1 6s). Details 0118 
9425290. 

THURSDAY 8 DECEMBER 



IVER: Christmas tree festival at St 
Peter’s Church from today until 1 1 
December. Come and see over 30 
decorated trees. Open daily. 

ALDERMASTON: The York Nativity Play 
will be performed at St Mary the Virgin 
at 8pm today and tomorrow and at 
7pm on 1 0 and 1 1 December. Email 
aldermastonnativity@hotmail. 
co.uk 

FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER 



DEDDINGTON: The youth choir from 
one of the churches in the Diocese of 
Vaxjo will be singing music from the 
Swedish Lucia tradition at 2pm at 
Deddington Parish Church. Free 
admission. Details www.deddington 
church.org or 01 869 349869. 

SATURDAY 10 DECEMBER 



WING RAVE: St Peter and St Paul’s 
Church are having a Christmas Festival 
today and tomorrow froml Oam plus a 
concert on Saturday 1 0 December at 
7pm. Tickets on the door (£8 incl. glass 
of wine). 

MAIDENHEAD: St Luke’s Church 
Christmas tree festival today and 
tomorrow from 1 2noon - 5pm. 
Christmas tree service at 6pm on 1 1 
December. Details 01 628 622733. 

OXFORD: The youth choir from one of 
the churches in the Diocese of Vaxjo 
will be singing music from the Swedish 
Lucia tradition at 2pm at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Free admission. Details 
www.deddingtonchurch.org 
or 01 869 349869. 



CHIN NOR: Christmas tree festival at St 
Andrew’s Church opens today at 1 1 am 
with Father Christmas as special guest. 
Festival will run until 1 8 December. 
Email nrhm@btinternet. 
com 

SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER 



WING RAVE: St Peter and St Paul’s 
Church Christingle service at 6pm. 

WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER 



WHITLEY: Reading concert singers 
‘Night of Miracles’ and carols at St 
Agnes Church at 7.30pm. £8 (£4 
under 1 6s). Details 01 1 8 9425290. 

TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 



READING: All Saints Church 
Christmas market in aid of local 
charities. Details 0118 958 4131. 

SUNDAY 18 DECEMBER 



GREENHAM: St Mary’s Church will be 
taking part in Premier Radio’s world 
record attempt on the largest number 
of people in multiple venues singing 
Christmas carols at the same time. This 
will be part of carols by candlelight 
service which begins at 6.1 5pm. 

Details 01 635 41 075. 

OXFORD: St Andrew’s Church, Linton 
Road are holding two carols by 
candlelight services at 5pm and 
7.30pm (followed by mulled wine and 
mince pies). Details 01 865 31 1 21 2. 

SUNDAY 25 DECEMBER 



COOKHAM: Carol service by 
candlelight at Holy Trinity Church in aid 
of The Children’s Society at 6.30pm. 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 1 1.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 6pm 
Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols: 23 December at 7.30pm and Christmas Eve at 3pm. Tickets available in advance 
from the Cathedral. 

Christmas Eve: Midnight Eucharist at 1 1 .30pm. Christmas Day: Matins at 1 0am; Sung Eucharist at 1 1 .1 5am. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 




EQUIPPING AND EMPOWERING YOUR CHURCH 



. MOT Wed*s.^and 10^.0 -4.J0 onThu^Uy 



Opening Times; 




See page 16 



“Hi Autosave. 

how can I help you?” 

For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 




Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Part exchange welcome 
Finance available 
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CALL: 0845 122 6902 ailtOSaVG # 

OR VISIT: WWW.AUTOSAVE.C0.UK j„4» 
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discover Vietnam s 

fascinating history and 
exciting culture 



Explore fascinating Vietnam during this nine -night 
escorted tour. Travel in a cyclo around the Old Quarter of 
Hanoi and cruise around Halong Bay. Choose ingredients 
from a local market for a Vietnamese cooking class in 
Hoi An, explore Ho Chi Mi nil City and sail down the 
Mekong River for a taste of rural life. 



eter Coord Travel 




VIETNAM **** 
VIETNAMESE DISCOVERY 



Standard Tour Holiday Ref- fFQSQS 

3 ni n hrs m i aeri me.=s ! | iU n F l^hu on At r Fra n C £ / 

7 J uriif 20 1 .2 Vietnam Ai rl i nES From 1 1 ea< brow 



0800 048 1055 

For mnne riblaik jile^seCnnbct 
Peter Goord Travel 
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Arts 



Literary Allsorts 




JANE WILLIAMS ( pictured) was one of the speakers at the inaugural Bloxham Faith 
Festival last month. Based on her latest book, Faces of Christ , she spoke about how her 
study of images of Jesus had enriched her theological understanding. 

Dr Williams, who is a theologian and writer, and also the wife of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, was one of an eclectic line up of speakers at St Mary’s, Bloxham. Others 
included the political novelist Michael Dobbs and detective writer P.D. James. 

The Festival heard from Professors Gordon Campbell and David Crystal, who spoke 
about the language and heritage of the King James Bible. William Fiennes spoke about 
themes of pilgrimage in his book The Snow Geese, and Tony Jordan, an Eastenders 
scriptwriter, spoke about The Nativity before a screening of the drama, first broadcast 
last year. He is now working on a drama based around the story of Noah. 

During the Sunday morning service, Bishop John talked about his latest title, God 
Lost and Found. He was followed by Rabbi Lionel Blue, who is known to millions 
through his ‘Thought for the Day’ on Radio Four. In the afternoon Canon Ed Newell, 
Sub dean of Christ Church, and actress Jeany Spark presented a dramatised reading of 
Grimm Tales, interspersed with music and theological reflection. The Festival closed 
with a service of ‘Songs of Praise’ accompanied by the Hook Norton Brass Band. 



Holy Christmas gifts 



By Sarah Meyrick 



W ith Christmas approaching, many 
readers will be on the look-out 
for books that will make 
welcome presents. Two titles deserve 
consideration: the first, Betjeman’s Best 
British Churches, is an updated version of 
an old favourite, Sir John Betjeman’s 
Collins Guide to English Parish Churches , 
originally published in 1958. This 
substantial hardback (almost 900 pages) 
is a guide to more than 2,500 of the very 
best churches in the UK 
Although perhaps now best 
remembered for his poetry, Betjeman’s 
great passion was for churches. This 
edition, beautifully illustrated with 350 
glorious new photographs, has been 
expanded. There are new and detailed 
maps, which include GPS and OS 
references. For some, the associated 
App will be welcome as this hefty 
volume is designed more for the coffee 
table than the rucksack. 

The downside of including so many 
churches - more than twice as many as 
Simon Jenkins’s England’s Thousand Best 
Churches - is that the listings are 
inevitably extremely brief. Where this 
wins over Jenkins is Betjeman’s 75-page 
introduction, reproduced in full. It is a 
masterpiece of lucid prose conveying his 
deep love for churches, in the 
characteristic ‘voice’ that made him a 
national treasure. 

Britain ’s Holiest Places takes a slightly 
different tack. It records a five-year 
journey from the Orkneys to the 



Britain’s Holiest Places: The 
all-new guide to 500 sacred 
sites 

Nick Mayhew-Smith 
Lifestyle Press £1 9.99 

Betjeman’s Best British 
Churches 

updated by Richard Surman 
Collins: £35 

Channel Islands by Nick Mayhew-Smith, 
a Lay Minister whose previous titles 
include a guide to the world’s best nude 
beaches. This book is enjoyably quirky. 
We hear about the saint who met the 
Loch Ness Monster in the sixth century; 
the Saxon nun famous for praying 
naked in a river every night (she lived to 
a very old age); and the radioactive 
underground holy pool, still usable after 
1,500 years in a woodland in Cornwall. 
The book is a mix between a guidebook 
- though still large it’s considerably 
lighter than Betjeman’s - and a 
travelogue. 

Mayhew-Smith ’s criteria for holiness in 
a place are pretty broad, encompassing 
the entire spectrum of church and folk 
traditions. There is a section at the back 
for newcomers to the idea of sacred 
places, with basic pointers on the 
spiritual encounter, saints and shrines, 
devotional works of art, and a potted 
history of the Christian faith. 

The result is an enjoyable read for the 
arm chair reader and the explorer on 
foot. 








SMC 

SOLAR POWER 



' Solar Pane 
Installation 



The Solar Power Specialists - Connecting with the Power of Nature 



Get FREE Electricity: EARN up toll 800 p*a. from your Roof 
(South facing is best but East and West work too J 

• 25 years guaranteed index-linked income from, Feed-in-Tariffs (FITs] - 
tax free for homeowners 

• Earn 43.3pence for every unit you produce whether you use it or not. 

• Free electricity - use what you make and save on bills 

• Sell back what you don’t use - and generate addit ional income 

• Significantly reduce your carbon footprint and do your bit for the environment 

• Zero running costs and completely silent 

• Typical return on investment 1 1-15% and adds value to your property 



S p eaa ij sin g j n renewable energy 

^nn rnmnmiea... tv sinve ter safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain 
ifwuu the earth " (from Anglican "Five Marks of Mission" - No. 5) 

Contact us today for a free quote Tel: 0 1 367 71 BB33 
Email: info@srncsolar.co.uk www.smcsolar.co.uk 



REAI^ 



IsPPQChTU IN&TAJ I f. ft 

^ .|.H. 
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Christian illumination 

Restoration 

Silent Lights is seeking to restore Christian 
imagery by producing a range of decorations 
which clearly reflect the Christian Christmas 
message. 

Declaration 

Silent Lights' unique outdoor decorations 
provide individuals. Churches and organisations 
with the opportunity to dedare their faith in a 
creative and culturally relevant way. 



The growing trend to decorate the outside 
of homes and gardens with Christmas 
lights provides Christians with a fantastic 
opportunity to celebrate the Light of the 
World within your own neighbourhood. 

U g h n 



Silent 



01622 682255 







Ik 



For your events catering 

Alice's Kitchen provides a range of quality catering 
services. From Dinnerparties, to Canapes, Buffets 
(hot and cold), Barbecues and Children's parties. 

For more details teh 07739 213666 
E: amarples@hotmail.co.uk 
www.aliceskitchen.co.uk 





U Hilda's U 
Little Book Of Graces 

Perfect Christmas gift 
for under 5's. 

A book for parents and children 
to share, or even Cranny's, 
Aunfs, Uncles and Friends 

01608 811181 



IDEA for a 

CHRISTMAS 

GIFT 

'A Celebration 
of Banners' 




by Ruth Wood and Priscilla 
Nunnerley 



ISBN 978 0 9558582 0 8 



An attractive informative book 
from 53 places (11 overseas) 170 
colour photos and many ideas for 
the new and experienced 
banner-maker. Also for those 
interested in art. 

Special offer £7 includes postage 
From St Andrew's Bookshops 
mail@standrewsbookshop.co.uk 
(Tel. 01494 863950) 

View pages on 

www.acelebrationofbanners.co.uk 
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The Fellowship of Mediation 






We practise and teach Christian 
contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses 
at our centre in Dorchester and at ££’ 
other retreat centres in the UK. 

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 
of the Spirit can enter our hearts. 

Our members also gather in local groups. For further details please 
contact: 

The Secretary, The Fellowship of M editation 
8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. 

Tel: (01305) 251396 
E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

UK Reg Charity No: 213323 



Thinking about a 
/Retreat for 2012? 



T!i l'/tJftr fats 2012 

handbook includes 

# Details of over 
200 rvtif tit centra, 

Articles mi U look 
reviews on the 
lluzmc of L Sprint! 
in llic- Devetf, 

■ Quiet da ys tirij 
rrmning 

■ Beginners^ and 
special interest 
rentals. 

• Vh'.nft ils n f groups 
and networks 
promos Ing Christian 
spirituality. 




T^ nnJrr yuan 
I HI*-, m-.l Kf VI 

4 S 80 CIADQNe 

wvTs.rrtrtjm.orp.iJ k 
in fo *r rnnim.org, uk 
II I -I'M 4- 114HI4 

V’™ *- IV mt'ititlr i 

f wiituftr A 'WiTi iiny 




Holidays at Home 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



ASHBOURNE 

DERBYSHIRE 



Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
www.conifercottage.biz 
01 727 751070 



St Ivbs Cornwall 

Until May I" Mil 

''Cm rwc kdu* Ottoman A towYnri 

Shore off Mason breaks In rosy centrally beared 
fidirrinnfift rnnagr- in rivr rrnrrr- rcf bmiirihil Sr hr*. 



ONLY l\ 2 Q for 1 nights for 2 people 

£35 per night for additional night* 



Includes Parking, C. Heating, Bed linen 

Tel Alec 01736 795083 or 07970 737067 



Dartmouth 

DEVON 

i. id K ICTUS: WUA . k rrKirt 

Fitter |>jir+ tncim 
r< tfrrK vf-i jiJ-r 
o iLt, Iljue. 

/\5l rmirJ l t iil- , 

Tr l j m u -it.-t 
OiO 1+/* 



Pl^a Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 

Ideal for Family 
H olidays S< 
LongWinter Breaks 

Td Q 1454260619 

wwwlarcarcAsuilladiHL<DiJ< 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



Insurance 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL, SINGLE TRIP 
AND LONG STAY TRAVEL COVER 

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

WE ARE A SPECIALIST TRAVEL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
HELPING PEOPLE OF ALL AGES, ESPECIALLY THE 
RETIRED AGE GROUP SINCE 1996. 

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered 
by a real person. ..not a machine!!! 

Conditions apply TRfltfCl 

Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.&A. 




Children 
need families 

Can we he p you build yaur 
family through adoption? 



Thinking about adoption? 

Information Event 

Wednesday 7th December 201 I 

Wednesday 4th January 20 1 2 

6.30pm to 8,00 pm _ 

r r Contact 

01908 572700 

en qu i r i es ££ c s . o rg/uk 



Venue 

Si T r lt ■: 1 5 J Cilcncr's Soiitcy 
C-"ll5 htou:? 
■IF Nhw^kii i R:m: 
'/Vu^hc^nc 
Milc-n Keynes MKI5 0A* 



StFrands' 




CHILDREN’S 

SOCIETY 

www.sfcs.org.uk 

Ropiud a uj i . v Nmiu 21 \£70 




Tuesday 10 January 2012 

(for boys in Year 2) 

sing in a world-famous choir * concerts, tours and 
recordings * a unique musical education * 
develop skills which last a lifetime * 
generous scholarships at New College School 

To register, please contact 

erf wa rd . h i gg i n bottom @n e w.ox. a c. u k 
or phone 01863 279519 

www.newcollegechoir.com 



To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 
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Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ through; 







'//ArDINGTON c^OUSli 

Caring for the elderly mentally infirm 

Wc arc ,'i long ornMiditcl, family nm home with an esceltent reputation for earing for the 
elderly mentally buHiii, parliculiirlv lluu&e ■■val-i l AMieimcr’a diveaw:. We oiler a relaxed mid 
happy eimnnnrentp where renielertE^ reniin tlirtr freedom ofdioiee and individLialiity. 
We use no routine IruiiipjilllrfrvUE sedative Jiugs. 



Reaching out to minority groups 
Child Sponsor Programme 
Supporting Hospitals and Care homes 



School projects 
Mission trips 
Relief Aid 






us 



\o 



^eVp 



ott* 6 * 3 



,0** 






e* 



Eest&rn European Outreach UK, PO BOX 333, Margate , CT9 2WE, ft: OS0D 2330 J 26 

WWW.EEOUK.ORG 

EEQ W is part of Eastern European Outreach international, a group of mission? and ministries-' 
Stg. Oasleurapa Zertding {Net her lands/, Child Sponsor Programme, Christian Care East West, 
Children $ fiotiot. Medical Hotter; Asian Coro; African Caro, formal Support am t Vision Latina 



A 





liymi arr: looking tor 

vi ran where with the faeihtie* 

.i fid civprrie n ct to rate hvr 

people, no matter wh.tr due 
future may 1 m i-Ih L then cull 
George Tuthill or Maggie 
Riun pley wl ly will be pleaded 
to a n e .\vcs yrrtjr ipufsrLrtn^ send 
yfti i .i biTtf-huncs fit arrange for 
vriu ti* look jniujid rhe hitme. 



Rc^ideiils ;ue hee Loget up 
Lind gu Lo bud when dtuy 
i I >i m iSl' _ i i i i i L-iit h'lwcfrt metis 
it they wi.sh . 

All bedrmim are light and 
airy with low windows and 
most Have excellent view?. 

"1.1 1c home lut secure gandens 
injd gruoiuls wherr reyideuty 
may si roll dlttul whenever 
.fcnLi wherever they like. 

.YLmv enjm r mir mlnihiis Trips 
through the country Lines. 

'//■kttlJING J OX //?OL ! SK 
VV.i fifii i]>1 l ii i, 1 1 ii.ilu. ry, O .on OX 1 7 iSIVl’cl: 111295 750632 
{Five m&ivteijrcm Junction 11 ott ttete40) 

Visit mi i vvi hsi te ,i r w w w. w .1 rdii igti m vuirt 

nr email geiirge. tuthi I IMwfirdirigtnn.r run 



Direct telephone line; 1112^5 7^7123, 



PUBLISHING DIOCESAN NEWSPAPERS SINCE 2003 
We can help you... 

Communicate effectively, 
professionally, consistently, 
creatively 

To your churchgoers & the wider 
audience in your Diocese 

• Production costs are offset by our advertising sales 

• Experienced design team can also provide a full design service 

• As a Christian company we understand how to select appropriate 
advertisers for your newspaper 

• Fully managed print and production service 





| VKII Dirt Ml,. , fi* fjJMf 

IIlhi’-J rJtmaihptfMtf - [aapr | fh 

liwDoor 



Bishop's Appeal for Col Lego 



I lbni|<k '.KimT fUr t,Tnui.h 1u fiIk 



LegHUilon for women to be bishop* 
in rhe drudi ofEngUnd 




Tel: 01 752 225623 Fax: 01 752 673441 

www.cornerstonevision.com 
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Letters 6^ comment 




Comment 

Not just for Christmas 

by Amanda Bloor 



I love the preparations for Christmas. 

I find myself thinking about old 
friends as I write Christmas cards, I’m 
as excited as a six year old when opening 
the doors on my Advent calendar. I can’t 
wait to put up the tree, and I want my 
kitchen to smell of spices and baking 
throughout December. As a member of 
the clergy, there are lots of practical tasks 
to prepare for too. 

I see from my diary for 2006, when I 
was a curate in a group of rural 
parishes, that there were 19 different 
carol services in the benefice in the 
space of three weeks! Ministering at 
Christmas is an enormous joy and 
privilege, but there’s always a lot to do. 

That’s one reason that I’m always 
delighted by the number of people who 
offer to help with the preparations. 
Across the Diocese, churchgoers will be 
visiting the housebound, the sick, the 
isolated and the lonely. They’ll be 
organising parties for the Sunday 
School, the Senior Citizens group, the 
Youth Fellowship and the Parents and 
Toddlers. They’ll be in schools, 
churches and church halls, helping to 
make Christingles, packing boxes with 
gifts to be sent to projects overseas or 
closer to home, and dusting off the 
decorations. They’ll volunteer to do 
readings at Nine Lessons and Carols, 
they’ll swell numbers in the choir, and 
they’ll spend long evenings delivering 
greetings and service details to every 
house in the parish. 

There’s a lot of talk in the Church 
about what the parish ministry might 
look like in the future. We wonder 
about the financial situation, about 
secularism, and about society’s attitude 
to faith. It’s easy to become 
discouraged. But every Christmas, 
when I see so much being done 
together as church - as the whole 
people of God - my heart sings. I love 
the way Luke’s gospel tells us that the 
first people to tell the good news about 
Jesus, were not the priests, nor the wise 
men, but the shepherds. They told 
Mary and Joseph what they had heard 
from the angels about the child, and 
they returned to their work and their 
homes praising and glorifying God. 

Christmas seems to give us 
permission to be church in a very active 
way, and that seems to me to be the 
very essence of Christian discipleship. 
Working together for God, to make 
things happen, and to make a 
difference. And doing it with joy. 

So thank you for all that you do to 
share in the ministry of the Church. 

But don’t let it just be a seasonal thing. 
As the slogan has it, it’s not just for 
Christmas - it’s for life. 

The Revd Amanda Bloor is Chaplain to the 
Bishop of Oxford. 




do rather well. After all, what do you give to the child who is, 
as they rather unwisely described him to Herod, ‘born king’? 
They came up with three gifts, as we all know: gold (because 
he was a king) , frankincense (because he was to be a great 
high priest) and myrrh (because he was born to die). What 
Joseph and Mary made of these offerings one can’t imagine, 
but as gifts for the Messiah they were spot on. 

On this occasion, at least, the seers saw the truth. In his 
poem ‘Christmas’ John Betjeman lists a lot of goofy gifts - 
among them ‘bath salts and inexpensive scent, and hideous 
tie so kindly meant’ . His lines make me wince every time I 
read them because they sound exactly like my last minute 
Christmas shopping. 

But he places this wry list of inappropriate gifts right at the 
heart of a poem about the Nativity. He is contrasting the 
presents we buy and wrap up and hand over at Christmas with 
God’s greatest gift - ‘the Maker of the sky and sea, become a 
child on earth for me’. There is no reason why we should not 
give gifts at Christmas, but every reason for giving them, like 
the Magi, thoughtfully, responsibly and appropriately. 

Forget the bath salts for Auntie Beryl and the hideous tie 
for Malcolm in the choir, but perhaps add to the list the 
starving in Somalia, the homeless or Christian Aid - the ‘least 
of these, my brothers and sisters 4 . It’s not so much the gift, we 
say, but the spirit in which it’s given. Could that mean that 
getting our presents right requires thought and prayer as well 
as a warm credit card? 

The Revd Canon David Winter’s latest book ‘Facing the Darkness and 
Finding the Light’ (BRF £6.99), is a guide to the biblical book of 
Revelation. You can read some of his other work on his website: 
www. davidwinter-author. co. uk 

Competition Winners 

The following were winners of the prize draw competition in the 
last issue of The Door and have all won a pack of the Fairtrade 
Meaningful Chocolate Tree Decorations: Daphne Washbrook 
from Thatcham, E Hathaway from Kidlington; Mrs Urquhurt- 
Winter from Buckingham and Joy Wiles from Headington. 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



“ Opening their treasure chests , they offered him gifts of gold , 
Frankincense and myrrh/’ Matthew 2:11. 

I n Matthew’s rather odd account of the visit to the infant 
Jesus by the Magi - sometimes rather flatteringly 
referred to as the ‘Wise Men’ or (inaccurately) as 
‘Three Kings’ - these words are clearly the heart of the 
whole story. The Magi were surely clever rather than 
wise, pedlars of superstition, charms and spells - men who 
held people in the ancient world at the mercy of their pseudo- 
science. 

But now the representatives of the old order of magic, 
superstition and fate opened the treasure-chests of the 
Ancient Knowledge and laid their gifts at the feet of the new- 
born Messiah. A new age was born, a new kingdom of faith, 
not fate. But those gifts have a lot to answer for! Never mind 
the recession. Crowds of us will throng the shops right up to 
Christmas Eve in a frenzy of present buying, spending money 
we haven’t got on gifts people don’t need - or sometimes even 
want. 

It’s odd to think that this annual retail frenzy surely has its 
roots in the story of those strange eastern visitors of Matthew’s 
Gospel and their remarkable gifts. The only alternative 
explanation would be the blameless St Nicholas in the fourth 
century who, so tradition says, at Christmas distributed gifts to 
the poor children of the town in Turkey where he was the 
bishop. 

Either way, Christmas presents have their origins in the gifts 
given to mark the birth of Jesus. We can’t give them directly to 
him, for obvious reasons, so we give them to someone else. 
‘Insofar as you do it for the least of these my brothers and 
sisters,’ said Jesus, ‘you do it for me.’ 

In the matter of appropriateness of gift, the Magi actually 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Will Watts is Area Dean of Bradfield; 
The Revd David Tyler has taken up post as 
Rector of Hanborough and Freeland; The Revd 
John Coombs has retired as Priest in Charge 
of Hurst; The Revd Alan Crawley will be 
leaving his post as Assistant Curate at 
Amersham on the Hill; The Revd Dr Lesley 
Crawley will be leaving her post as Assistant 
Curate in Bernwode; The Revd Etienne van 
Blerk has taken up post as Assistant Curate at 
Walton, Holy Trinity; The Revd Jim Gorringe 
has taken up post as House for Duty at 
Schorne; The Revd Neil Jeffers has taken up 
post as Chaplain of Pangbourne College; 



The Revd Nigel Byard has left his post as 
Assistant Curate n Sunningdale; The Revd 
Gavin Knight has taken up post as Vicar of 
Summertown St Michael and All Angels; The 

Revd Helen O'Sullivan will be moving to the 
Diocese of Portsmouth. The following have 
been given permission to officiate: The Revd 
Canon Mike Butberworth; The Revd Canon 
John Hughes; The Revd Richard Harrison; 
The Revd Deiniol Morgan; The Revd Canon 
Robert Wright. We recall with sadness the 
deaths of: The Revd Patrick Blair; The Revd 
John Freeborn; The Rt Revd John Brown and 
The Revd Michael Gabriel. 
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God in the life of... 



Speaking out 




Sarah Henderson talks to 
Jo Duckies about how the 
combination of prayer and 
action offered by campaigns 
network Speak helps her 
maintain her Christian faith. 

S arah, 24, grew up in Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire where she 
worshipped with her parents at 
Christ Church, before later 
going to the Peachcroft 
Christian Centre. I first met her as she ran 
a workshop at the Diocese’s Living Faith 
Worldwide conference in October. There 
she had impressively joined Bishop 
Lawrence from Nandyal and the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud, Bishop of Reading, on a 
panel, addressing issues of faith across the 
world, to a packed room at St Stephen’s 
Church, Reading. 

She says: “I grew up in a Christian home 
and continued going to church until I was 
about 12 or 13, when I started not to go 
so regularly, until I was in sixth form, and 
made friends who went to the Peachcroft 
Christian Centre and I started to go there. 

“That led me to take a gap year working 
for Latin Link and I did an overseas 
mission trip to Ecuador. It was a really 
great experience.” She went on to study 
English at Birmingham University, where 
she says she became more disillusioned 
with Christianity and the Church. 

“I never gave up on it but I questioned 
why I was bothering. I forced myself to 
keep going but I had a lot of friends that 
weren’t Christians and I didn’t find it that 
relevant,” she says. 

She began volunteering for Oasis, a 
charity that works across the UK to 
transform communities. The charity is 
linked to Oasis Church Waterloo in 
London, where Sarah now worships. 

“I was doing community work in schools 
and youth clubs and it started to broaden 



my perspective of what church and being 
a Christian was about. 

“I’ve always known that social action 
and helping the poor was important, but 
I’ve never been in a setting where that was 
the focus, and this was an important 
period for me. 

“I have found living in London there is 
a lot of materialism among young people 
and it’s easy to become caught up in a 
materialistic lifestyle. I enjoyed 
volunteering for Oasis. I met Christians 
who were thinking about things in a more 
deconstructed way and looking at 
theology in ways I hadn’t been exposed to 
before.” 

She stumbled across Speak while she 
was looking for work, still going through 
doubts. She said: “I had preconceptions 
about hippies and activists and wasn’t sure 
I wanted to work for a Christian 
organisation, but a Christian organisation 



found me and I started working for 
SPEAK in August 2010. 

‘...as Christians we have a 
responsibility to bring 
about change...' 

“It’s continued to challenge my faith 
and to strengthen it. It’s given me new 
perspectives in a lot of ways. I hadn’t seen 
Speak’s ethos of prayer and action 
together modelled elsewhere. Churches 
I’d been to had been focused on the 
inner spiritual life and your personal 
relationship with God or on social action. 
They had also been focused on personal 
salvation and guilt, but not doing a lot 
about tackling injustice. 

“Being part of Speak has helped me re- 



read the Gospel and see Jesus as a much 
more radical figure and seeing that the 
idea of God’s salvation is not just being a 
personal thing for us but for the whole 
world and realising again as Christians we 
have a responsibility to bring about 
change, not just to ourselves but to the 
whole world and its systems. 

“If we take that seriously we should be 
at the fore front of campaigning for 
change and we really need to live our lives 
with integrity. 

‘...it's trying to engage a 
new generation in 
campaigning and prayer. ' 



“I have seen people in Speak who will 
live that out with the integrity of a 
personal faith and living ethically and 
campaigning to see the bigger structures 
of oppression changed. 

“Speak is ecumenical and draws on a lot 
of different traditions within the Christian 
faith. It puts aside the potentially divisive 
issues which can be problematic in 
church settings. It’s shown me the 
richness of the Christian traditions and 
how we can draw on those in new ways. 
There isn’t one right way to do worship or 
to do prayer. It’s exciting that it’s a youth 
led movement, and it’s trying to engage a 
younger generation in campaigning and 
prayer. A lot of young adults are 
disillusioned and apathetic and are not 
interested in a church that doesn’t do 
anything. Speak is is keen to work with 
people of all ages to empower them to 
take action against injustice. 
Representatives are available to talk in 
churches. 




For more see www.speak.org.uk email 
speak@speak.org.uk or call 020 898 
19441. 




Our programme includes: 

• Study Days - introducing important subjects 
in a matter of hours 

• Bite-Sized Courses - spread over 2, 3 or 4 
evenings 

• Ten-Week Courses - evening classes covering 
a wide range of topics 

• The St Albans Certificate in Theology 

- a 6 module introductory programme of Bible 
Study, Doctrine, Ethics, Christian Practice and 
Church History. 



For more information contact: 

Direct Dial: 01727 890205 
Fax: 01727 850944 
info@christianstudies.org.uk 
www.christianstudies.org.uk 




TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote SR1211 




PBS 

PrayerBook 
, Society r 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.org.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842,582 

Rqrisli-mJ Charily No. 

Cnrri|Kiny Limited by Guaranies No. ■47KfifI73 



To Advertise in The Door Call 

01752 225623 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




SEUNED GLASS ABUSES 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 



www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 








